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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Newly submitted claims 41-42 are directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: claims 41-42 are 
directed to remotely send commands to a recorder for recording a scheduled program. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 41-42 withdrawn from consideration as 
being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1 .142(b) and MPEP § 821 .03. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
3/28/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

3. This action is responsive to an Amendment filed 3/28/2008. Claims 25-40 are 
pending. Claims 25, 30, 35, 36 are amended. Newly added claims 41-42 are 
withdrawn. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 25-40 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 25, 27-30, and 32-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Henmi et al. (US 5,552,833). 

As to claim 25, Henmi discloses a reception device for controlling a recording 
module, comprising: 

receiving means (e.g., reception means A; Fig. 9 and 16) for receiving a 
particular format file transmitted through a network (e.g., television-program table 
information is transmitted using teletext formats in a coding transmission system); 

said particular format file including text based control commands (e.g., program 
start and program terminate information) that determine behaviors of said recording 
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module (e.g., based on program start and program terminate information received, start 
instruction means 23 and termination instruction means 24 sends command to 
start/stop recoding program) (see col. 3, lines 30-47; col. 4, lines 1-14, 45-60; col. 6, line 
4 through col. 7, line 11; col. 7, line 35-col. 8, line 45; col. 11, line 54 - col. 12, line 12); 

extracting means (e.g., signal extracting section 1 ; Fig. 9 and 16) for extracting at 
least one of said text based control commands from the received particular format file 
(co. 6, lines 6-12; col. 1 1 , lines 54-62); 

control means (e.g., comparator means 22 ; Fig. 9) for controlling said recording 
module based on the extracted text based control commands, 

wherein the control means converts the text based control commands to codes 
based on pre-registered product information of the recording module (e.g., comparator 
means 22 directing start instruction means 23 and termination instruction means 24 
send compatible commands to recording apparatus 25 to start/stop recording operation) 
(see col. 6, line 62 - col. 7, line 10; col. 13, line 55-col. 14, line 15), 

wherein said control means uses a timer reservation function to reserve an 
operation time of said recording module (see col. 6, line 62 - col. 7, line 10). 

As to claims 30 and 35-36, they contain the limitations of claim 25 and are 
analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claim 25 above. 
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As to claims 27 and 32, Henmi discloses that said operation time of said 
recording module is stored in a memory (e.g., means 5; Fig. 9 and 16) (see col. 6, line 4 
through col. 7, line 11; col. 12, lines 1-8). 

As to claims 28 and 33, Henmi discloses that said recording module is a video 
recording module (see col. 4, line 49 - col. 5, line 14; col. 6, lines 52- 67). 

As to claims 29 and 34, Henmi discloses that said recording module is a 
television program recording module (col. 4, line 49 - col. 5, line 14; col. 6, lines 52-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 26 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Henmi (US 5,552,833) in view of Sartain (US 5,91 4,71 2). 

As for claims 26 and 31 , note the discussion above, Henmi fails to disclose that 
said network through which the data is received is the Internet. 

In analogous art, Sartain disclose that said network is the Internet (see col. 7, 
lines 14-37). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to modify Henmi's system to include said network being the Internet, 
as taught by Sartain, for the typical benefit of transferring data to anywhere in the world 
by taking advantage of the global network comprising millions of interconnected 
computers. 

9. Claims 37-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Henmi (US 5,552,833) in view of Haroun et al. (Patent # US 5787259). 

As for claims 37 and 39, note the discussion above, Henmi discloses recording 
module and storage means (see col. 6, line 4 through col. 7, line 1 1 ). 

Henmi fails to disclose recording module is registered in a storage means 
accessible by said reception device. 

In analogous art, Haroun disclose recording module is registered in a storage 
means accessible by said reception device (e.g., VCR is connected to computer 15 with 
IEEE 1394/USB bus which will cause computer 15 assign a ID to VCR; Fig. 1) (see col. 
4, lines 5-30). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to modify Henmi's system to include device registration as taught by 
Haroun, for the typical benefit of ease of use, improved functionality, and reduced costs 
resulting from the elimination of the interface components of the consumer electronics 
devices (see col. 1, lines 25-29). 
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As to claims 38 and 40, Haroun discloses the registration information is retrieved 
each time said text control commands are received by said receiving means (e.g., every 
command string includes device's name) (see col. 8, lines 39-55). 

Conclusion 

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Nishigaki et al. (US Patent # 5900912) is cited to teach by detecting start time 
data from video signal to start recoding video. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jun Fei Zhong whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1708. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 7:30-5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JFZ 

5/8/2008 

A/ivek Srivastava/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



